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1. Why are Jesus, Paul and Augustine considered to be the three most important figures in Christianity? 
Jesus was considered to be an influential figure in Christianity because He is the savior of mankind after falling into sin. Jesus is mostly seen in the New Testament of the Bible where he comes in form of man and undergoes all the stages of manhood as he prepares to save us from sin. He spent his entire life preaching the gospel which encouraged people to turn away from sin. We see him going through temptations just as humans do and ended up overcoming them. Many years down the line, Christians still celebrate their birth, death, and resurrection of Christ every year (Dunn, 2003).
Paul was also known to be influential because, in the apostolic phase, he was among the few literate apostles. He wrote several letters in the New Testament that passed different biblical messages across different nations. The early church also adopted Paul’s view of the Blood Sacrifice known as “orthodox” (Wright, 2014). This led to the development of Christianity many years down the line. Paul was also well known due to his evangelism practices where he dedicated most of his years to spreading the gospel in different communities. He was known for being deliberate with his ideas and initiated communities. Although there were many apostles mentioned in the Bible, Paul stood out because of the impact that has been felt up to date hence the conclusion that he is the co-founder of Christianity.
Augustine is also an influential person across the universe and mostly loved by Christian. Those who reject him mainly do so as a result of finding his teachings problematic. Saint Augustine was born in North Africa and during this time, there were no cases of persecution of Christian. He is known for shaping the Catholic Church doctrines and based on his major themes on theology and philosophy thoughts, he uses his tools and ideas to view that there is nothing wrong with pagans beliefs. Augustine is also known for his famous work, ‘Confessions’, which expounds on the origin of sin (Mattox, 2016). In his narration, he gives an example of an encounter with some youths who stole pears from his neighbor’s farm. He narrates how they wrestled to get the fruits and explains that he had an excessive desire to get the fruit as much as he knew it was wrong. In other words, he enjoyed taking the fruits without permit even though it was an evil act. According to him, this desire is a result of the “fall of man”. His formulation and acceptance of the origin of sin launches the controversial discussion on the role of grace in morality. He is a challenging thinker whose writings are outstanding. However, his thoughts were not static since they changed throughout his life
2. What is original sin and why does it lead to the need to expect a Savior
Sin is categorized in three different ways that is, mortal sin, venial sin and original sin. Mortal sin brings about spiritual death to our souls and is categorized as a mortal after passing through the following criteria. First, it has to be a very serious matter, then the person who has committed this sin must be aware that it is evil and finally, must have done it with full consent. When one of the above criteria is not met, it is categorized as Venial sin, a form of sin that injures the soul but does not bring about death to it (Bloesch, 2008). Finally, original sin is not a form of sin that we can do but it is a state that everyone is born with since it was done by Adam and Eve. The book of Genesis narrates that God created Adam and Eve in a state that they were free from any form of sin. God, later on, gave them full dominion over the Earth where Adam was the steward in the Garden of Eden. At this point, Satan had rebelled against God and was cast out of Heaven. As a way of getting back, Satan used God’s human creatures to fall into sin. He sent a serpent to Eve that convinced her to eat from the forbidden tree, Tree of Knowledge (Bloesch, 2008). Eve fell for the deception and later on convinced Adam to partake of the fruit.
Due to the origin of sin, mankind was punished with death, however, God did not forsake Adam and Eve. He had a plan to redeem humans in the future and the plan was to bring to earth Jesus Christ, the savior of mankind. Many years down the line, Jesus Christ was born and was God’s beloved son. Jesus spent his life preaching the word and encouraging them to repent. He, later on, died for our sins on the cross and this gave humankind a chance to speak to God direct through prayers and learning His word.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Write up a review of the following videos.
The first video starts by bringing us up to speed on what occurred in the Book of Genesis and how the lineage of Abraham continues into the Book of Exodus. Exodus continues the lineage of Jacob where Joseph, the eleventh son of Jacob, is appointed in command over Egypt by the pharaoh. 400 years down the line, the Exodus story begins and in this video, it is divided into two segments. The first half of the book, Chapter 1-18, shows the journey out of Egypt whereas chapter 19-40 narrates the covenant between God and Israelites. In the first half, God had fulfilled his promise to Abraham where Israel became fruitful, multiplied, and was filled (BibleProject, 2021) . This showed God’s blessing on humanity through Abraham. This chapter also reveals how Pharaoh starts perceiving Israelites as a threat and results in destroying them through slavery and death sentences. Israelites end up crying to God and He responds to them through saving Moses during his birth and uses him to save Israelites from bondage. 
In chapters 5-15, we see a confrontation between God and Pharaoh where the issue of plague occurs. God shows his love to not only the Israelites but also his enemies. This is seen when He gave Pharaoh multiple chances to change his ways and free the Israelites (BibleProject, 2021). Due to Pharaoh’s stubbornness, God releases the ten plagues to torture them. In the same chapter, a new ritual is introduced to the Israelites, known as the Passover that led to the freeing of the Israelites. Towards the end of the first half of Exodus, Israelites sing the ‘The Song of The Sea’ where they praise God for freeing them. This song reveals how God was on a mission to confront evil and free his people. In chapter 18, there is a turn of events where they are led into the wilderness without food and water. Israelites begin complaining and criticizing God for rescuing them from Egypt hence showing that they were ungrateful, however, God was still gracious and provided for them (BibleProject, 2021).
In the second video, the remaining half of the Book of Exodus is narrated. It starts with the covenant between God and Israel on Mount Sinai where they were led by Moses. God states that if Israel followed the terms of the covenant they would be shaped into the kingdom of priests hence becoming a representative to all nations on the greatness of God. The covenant is sealed and God appears on top of Mt. Sinai in form of lightning and thunder. As a representative, Moses went up the mountain and was given the Ten Commandments and fifty-two commands that expounded more on the ten commands (BibleProject, 2021). God also fulfills another promise that he made to Abraham by requesting the building of the tabernacle which would contain the Ark of the Tabernacle. Chapter 32-34, shows how Israel breaks the tabernacle when they made an idol for worship. In this scenario, God reveals his anger when He told Moses to leave Him alone so that He would destroy them all. However, Moses quickly interceded on their behalf and God forgave them. Chapter 35- 40 narrates the building of the tabernacle as it explains the key details of what it represented. In the final chapter, God fulfills his promise by filling his presence in the tabernacle (BibleProject, 2021). In summary, the book of Exodus starts by revealing Pharaoh’s evil against God but ends by showing how Israel’s sin threatened the future of the covenant.
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